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The Law – Way to Knowledge
It is not easy to recapitulate the 20th century. There were so many leading people who were totally different. Some of them believed in democracy and capitalism and some of them practised politics of fear and “unfreedom”. It is not easy to compare two main political systems which had the biggest negative influence to people in the 20th century and which are contradictory until these days.

The best way to describe something is by using an example. And here comes a time forMr. Rudolf Dostál. He was persecuted in both epochs and he was trying to purify his name and his honour.
The Fate of RudolfDostál
For the comparison it is necessary to introduce Mr.Rudolf Dostál. Rudolf Dostál was born in Vienna on October 12th 1900, but spent his childhood in Věcov, a village in the Highland. He graduated from the vocational school of hospitality and got a practise in a grocery of Hugo Zástěra in Jimramov. After the practise he started to work as a shop assistant. He became a secretary of the Czechoslovak People's Party in 1927.In this post he remained for 12 years. He married Marie Nábělková and then they had two children, Jiří and Marie.They moved to ValašskéMeziříčí in 1933 and his problems started afterthe occupation in 1939.
Rudolf Dostál was arrested by gestapo and jailed in the Brno’s fort Špilberk and in Kounic’s dormitory. Then he was transferred to the Nazi prison Dachau. It was a long time in prison, because he was incarcerated until 1944. When he returned home, he was declared 30% disabled personand was infected with tuberculosis.But that was not the end of theproblems. 
After the communist coup, which was three years after the Second World War, Rudolf Dostál was arrested again. It came in 1955 when he worked in OPZ (state factory)in Šternberk. They adjudged him for treason and religious fanaticism and he was jailed in a lock - up until 1960, when a president AntonínNovotnýproclaimed a vast amnesty. However in 1962, a public procurator started topursuit him again. This time he was accused of incitation against the republic, because he had lent a book “Czech Legionnaire” to a friend of his. Rudolf Dostálappealed to Supreme Court and in 1966 the Court decided; that the culprit had not committed a crime. Rudolf Dostál was acquitted of all charges and they admitted him the compensation. He died of a colon cancer three months after the sentence.
The Application of the Law in the Life of Rudolf Dostál
Most practical was to splitthe legal conflicts, which base on the life of Rudolf Dostál, to six main points according to their meaning. The ideological subtext and the way of arrest were placed in one group, and the question of the main word in deciding the guilt, the assessment of punishment and the possibility of release were placed in another group. Why?
For the ideological subtext and the way of arrest are similar in the both legal systems and are proclaimed asa proof of the similarity of the regimes and the assessment of punishment, the question of the main word in deciding the guilt or innocence of the tried person and the possibility of release are contradictory.
Similarities

The ideological subtext is, at the first sight, obvious similarity and the way of arrest was carried out in both cases illegally and without the principles of humanity. According to this, it is possible to say that the Nazi regime and the Communist regime have something in common in their legal systems.

Differences 

An interesting question is the main word in deciding the guilt, because in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moraviatwo legal systemswere applied, the Reich law and the Protectorate law. It caused a little bit schizophrenic situation. The legal standards had been spread so widely that it was possible to arrest anyone for anything. The assessment of punishment represents a distinction. In the protectorate law the punishment was not occur, whereas in the Czechoslovak law ofyears 1948 - 1966 the punishment was provided and the culprit was acquainted with the judgment.And what about the possibility of release?The punishment was not determined in the protectorate legal system and the deliverance meant the fall of the Third Reich.In a contrast, in Communist regime, the length of the sentencewas predetermined and hencee the possibility of release.
What Can It Says About theHistory?

Both regimes are similar at the first sight, but they show differences on closer examination. It is hard to say which was worse, because they attacked people differently. The Nazi regime was without any conclusiveness or any legal base, because the main law was the word of Adolf Hitler. The Communist regime had lots of acts but everything depended on a method of interpretation. It is still important to say that both systems, especially through their law,absolutely limited the freedom of man and decisions of ordinary people for a long time.
The Relationship to Nowadays
The story of RudolfDostál, his legal conflicts and the consequent comparison of the two legal regimescan help us realizethe importance of a democracy and a fair policy.Remember that his story is the recent past and that today many people have a problem to deal with the events of the Second World War and the communist dictatorship.It is not in our power to fully evaluate these dark places at our history, as the only onewho has a personal experience has a distortion-free view. This is the reason why we should be concerned with history and human destinies – to avoid repeating the mistakes that happened once.
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